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Note from the Editor:	
	
In the Cheshire Cheese Pub article in this issue, we continue to 

explore what history would look like if told from the point of view 

of a Swizzle Stick.   We’ll not only take a look at the sticks, but 

journey back to the Middle Ages and the Great London Fire of 

1666.	

Our new column “Ripped from the Pages” features an article 

previously published in an ISSCA newsletter.  This issue features 

an article from 2007 that featured another tragic fire at the 

Beverly Hills Supper Club.   Perhaps, like me, you have a stick 

from the Supper Club in your collection.  And perhaps you 

assumed it was from Beverly Hills, California (and not Kentucky). 	

	

Hard to find a segue here, but following last issue’s Chicago 

theme, we are also lucky to have an article on the Camellia House by a 

newsletter “guest star” Stephen Visakay.  Stephen is by my account one of the 

world's only published writers on my favorite topic:  Swizzle Sticks!	

 

      Pam Ashlund	
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YE OLDE CHESHIRE CHEESE PUB	
	
I was mystified when I first found a figural stick of 

a blue cat holding a cheese.  I later found the 

same stick in red and in green.  Most were blank, 

but one had “Cheshire Cheese Pub” in raised 

letters on the stick.  As I researched the Cheshire 

Cheese Pub, history came alive.  The pub is on 

London's famous “Fleet Street” and has been 

there since 1538.  It almost didn’t make it to the 

present, when the great fire of 1666 burned down 

the pub (along with ALL of London); but, like a 

phoenix, in 1667, Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese pub 

rose from the ashes.	

	

Of course, the next step was to search ebay for 

collectibles (dangerous I know).  And there I came 

across a menu with a drawing of the same cat 

holding a cheese.  The 

menu, however, was not 

for the famous Pub in London, but for a Sheraton Hotel 

restaurant by the same name.  Sadly (for me) the 

swizzle stick I found was not from London, but from a 

franchise of Sheraton restaurants called “Cheshire 

Cheese: a London Beef House”  	
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My journey took me from the romantic past of the 14th Century through a 

disastrous fire and all the way to London’s modern day Fleet Street...only to end 

at a Sheraton Hotel Steakhouse.	

	

Still, it was too late for me.  I was under the spell of the original Pub.  Here is just 

a “taste” of what I found:	

	

In an article written by Chris Murray (published on www.tavernhistory.com) called 

“The Olde Cheshire Cheese: The Pudding, the Parrot and the American 

Connection” which is a must-read I found the following poem, written in 1890 by 

William Henderson:	

	

Famous Cheshire Cheese Pudding	
But the pudding! – oh my! 
You look on with a sigh, 
As is comes piping hot, 

From the cauldron or pot, 
Oh the savour, the taste, 
Of its lining, its paste! 

How it wells, how it swells! 
In its bosom there dwells  

Food for gods, meat for men, 
Who resort to Moore’s den*.	

	
*“Moore’s den” is a reference 
to the gloriously named Beaufoy A Moore, landlord of the pub at the time. 	

	
London had not yet begun to recover from the Great Plague when the fire hit.  

The Great Plague (from 1665-1666) killed an estimated 100,000 people, almost a 

quarter of London's population.	

http://www.tavernhistory.com
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The Great Fire of London, a major conflagration lasting three days, gutted the 

medieval City of London (from Sunday, Sept. 2nd to Wednesday, Sept. 5th 1666.  

I imagine that the Cheshire Cheese Pub must have burned on Monday night as 

early on Tuesday morning, the flames jumped over the River Fleet.  The fire 

destroyed the homes of 70,000 of the City's 80,000 inhabitants	

By comparison, the Great Chicago Fire in 1871, which also burned for three days 

from October 8 to October 10, 1871, left an estimated 300 people dead, 

destroyed 17,000 structures and left 100,000 homeless. 	

 	

Similarly, the 1906 San Francisco earthquake (magnitude 7.8) triggered 

devastating fires that also lasted for several days. A minimum of 3,000 people 

died and over 80% of the city of San Francisco was destroyed.  Between 

227,000 and 300,000 people were left homeless out of a population of about 

410,000.	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conflagration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moment_magnitude_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
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Dorothy Draper:  Camellia House and Drake Hotel	
by Stephen Visakay	
	

There are few designers of swizzle sticks as famous as Dorothy Draper (1889-

1969).  She was as famous as Martha Stewart 

in her day. On the cover of Life and Time 

magazines, with her own column in Good 

Housekeeping; she was an influential and 

innovative American interior decorator of the 

early to mid 20th century.  	

	

In May 2006 she was the subject of a 

retrospective exhibition by the Museum of the 

City of New York, the first time that such an 

honor was given to an interior designer.  	

	

Dorothy lived in style and glamour, with no 

need to ever work a day in her life. She 

redecorated her homes with such verve that she was soon asked by her high 

society friends to do the same for their homes, and started her own business in 

the 1920s.  And soon after was sought by architects and decorators;  Douglas 

Ellman hired her to re-do the lobby New York’s Hotel Carlyle in 1930.	

	

As her fame spread the owner of the Drake Hotel in Chicago invited her to design 

a restaurant.  It became the Camellia House Supper Club, with a pink camellia 

bush motif throughout the space, and Draper installed garden furniture in the 

lounge, creating an outside-inside sense of space.  She oversaw every aspect of 

the restaurant, designing everything from the carpets and light fixtures to 
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furniture, china and mirrors, right down to matchbook covers and the swizzle 

sticks in the form of a camellia flower with stem.  She did the same thing a few 

years later with the Greenbrier Resort in White Sulfur Springs in West Virginia 

receiving the highest fee ever paid a decorator. 	

 

If you have in your collection a vintage swizzle from The Camellia House or the 

Greenbrier Resort it was designed by Dorothy. 	

	

Some of her other commissions that could include swizzle stick designs.	

	
The Fairmont Hotel (San Francisco), the Beverly Hills Hotel (California)	
 
The Plaza Hotel (New York City), Barclay Hotel (Philadelphia) 	
 
Mayflower Hotel (Washington D.C.)   
 
 
And many more! 
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RIPPED FROM THE PAGES OF PAST ISSUES 
	
	
There	is	a	surprising	and	tragic	story	behind	these	
colorful	swizzle	sticks	marked	the	“Beverly	Hills	
Supper	Club”		
	
	
This	from	Volume	22.8	,	May,	2007	p.26	written	by	
Ray	Hoare	
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On	the	night	of	May	28,	1977,	a	devastating	fire	swept	through	the	Beverly	Hills	

Supper	Club	in	Southgate,	KY.		The	fire	was	discovered	shortly	before	9	p.m.	and	

burned	most	of	the	night.	It	killed	

165	people.		In	the	coming	weeks,	

months	and	years,	another	horror	

would	become	apparent:		The	deaths	

could	have	been	prevented.	

(Photo	by	David	Kohl,	for	The	Post)	
	

Timeline	to	disaster	
	
Here's	what	was	happening	on	a	
warm	Saturday	night	on	Memorial	
Day	weekend,	when	the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	was	crowded	with	between	2,400	
and	2,800	people.	

'Showplace'	pulled	them	in	
Since	1971,	the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	had	been	a	magnet.	People	came	from	
hundreds	of	miles	around	to	sample	the	good	food,	fine	wine	and	national	
entertainment	in	the	dining	rooms,	receptions	rooms	and	showrooms.	
	

The	firefighters:	God	'was	on	my	side'	
	
Bruce	Rath	had	been	a	volunteer	firefighter	in	Ft.	Thomas	for	more	than	a	decade.	
But	nothing	had	prepared	him	for	the	magnitude	of	the	loss	of	human	life	inside	the	
Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club.	

	

	

	

https://web.archive.org/web/20070807190650/http://www.cincypost.com/bhfire/bhtime052497.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070807190650/http://www.cincypost.com/bhfire/bhtime052497.html
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'It	will	be	with	me	until	the	day	I	die'				

As	a	banquet	captain,	Wayne	Dammert	was	responsible	for	220	people	on	the	
second	floor	of	the	nightclub	20	years	ago	on	May	
28.	He	led	most	of	his	charges	to	safety	down	a	rear	
stairway.	But	Dammert,	now	60,	still	aches	for	the	
victims	he	couldn't	reach.	

In	1977,	Stan	Chesley,	left,	held	a	charred	chair	from	
the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	as	he	looked	over	the	
rubble.		(Photo	by	The	Post's	Karl	Kuntz.)	

Case	was	'a	sea	change'		Stan	Chesley	keeps	
some	aluminum	wiring	and	charred	wood	from	the	
walls	of	the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	at	his	office.	
The	fatal	fire	launched	his	reputation	as	one	of	the	
world's	preeminent	product	liability	attorneys.	

Toxic	materials	added	to	the	toll				

Cincinnati	lawyer	Stan	Chesley	uses	a	seat	cushion	from	the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	
Club	to	demonstrate	how	toxins	from	the	pillow	contributed	to	the	deaths	of	165	
people	nearly	20	years	ago.	

Faulty	wiring	focus	of	blame				

The	official	investigations	into	what	caused	the	fire	at	the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	
were	inconclusive,	but	the	factor	most	often	cited	is	aluminum	wiring	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

Page	10	of	10	

	

Governor's	outrage	led	to	new	oversight			

Julian	Carroll	dealt	with	floods,	public	corruption,	integrated	busing	and	a	host	of	
other	problems	during	his	term	as	Kentucky	governor	during	the	late	1970s.	
Nothing	compared	with	the	anguish	of	
the	Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	fire.	
	
This aerial view, taken May 25, 1978, 
showed the burned-out supper club. The 
site today is vacant and overgrown. (Photo 
by The Post's Ken Stewart) 
	

	

Land	still	vacant	after	mall	fight	
	
Developers	are	hungry	for	its	ample	acreage	and	good	access	to	interstates,	but	the	
Beverly	Hills	Supper	Club	site	remains	empty	and	overgrown.	

Memories	of	tragedy	vivid	for	first	reporter	on	the	scene	

A	recollection	by	The	Post's	Jack	Hicks:	At	first	it	seemed	like	little	more	than	a	

spectacular	property	damage	fire.	Patrons	from	the	nightclub	strolled	down	the	long	

driveway	with	drinks	in	their	hands.	It	wasn't	until	I	tripped	over	the	first	body	that	

I	realized	the	enormity	of	the	tragedy.						
	
© Copyright 1997, The Cincinnati Post. All Rights Reserved	
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