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Letter from the editor 
It’s Summertime Swizzlers!  In this issue we are going bananas for 
swizzle sticks!   Our banana theme, is inspired by a swizzle stick; but 
not a banana swizzle stick (that would be too easy).   
 
What does an airline with a bad reputation have to do with bananas? 
How did a tragic fire at a Las Vegas Casino lead to a Wizard of Oz 
Flying Monkey swizzle stick?  Read on to find out. 
 
After our non-banana stick, we’ll take a look at banana shaped swizzle 
sticks old and new. 
 
Where to go from there?  We’ll go “banana-adjacent” and take a deep 
dive into monkey swizzle sticks. 
 
So stop swinging from that tree, and come with us on a banana and 
monkey extravaganza. 
 

Top Banana:  Air West Airlines 
with thanks to Stephen Visakay for the swizzle photo and the 
inspiration 
 
The Air West swizzle stick is the perfect example of an advertising opportunity lost.  The uninspiring stick 
is a pale yellow with three connected diamond shapes and almost illegible letters spelling 
“HughesAirWest”. 
 
Here’s the story:  Howard Hughes 
purchased Air West airlines in 1970.   
The airline was then renamed 
Hughes Air West and its call sign 
became "Hughes Air." It expanded to 
several cities in the western United 
States, Canada and Mexico.  
 
In 1971 the airline unveiled a new yellow paint scheme and shortened its name to Hughes Airwest (two 
words instead of the initial three word name).   
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The planes were recognizable by their banana-yellow fuselage 
and tail colors.  Soon the airplanes were dubbed "flying bananas". 
 
Own it! 
 
The airline, quick to put its spin on the negative press, launched 
an advertising campaign with the catchphrase "Top Banana in 
the West".   Were they trying too hard with the battle cry “we’re 
not a flying banana, we’re the top banana”? Yes, but... 

 
The Ad Men must have been 
drinking banana daiquiris when they penned the forgettable slogan 
“Remember, when you fly in the West, Hughes AirWest has a lot 
more going for it then the rest of the bunch”. 
 
Not surprisingly, the campaign did not 
improve the airlines reputation.  In the 
70’s movie The Gauntlet starring Clint 
Eastwood and Sandra Locke, 
Eastwood's character arrives in Las 
Vegas on AirWest and when he later 
phones the airport for flight departure 
times, Locke's character sarcastically 
calls the airline "Air Worst.” 

 
The ad campaign is one of my favorites, but alas it was not enough to save 
Airwest.   AirWest was sold to Republic Airlines in 1980. 
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Going Bananas for Swizzle Sticks 
 
While Airwest never made a banana shaped swizzle stick, others have.	
 
My particular favorites are from the Hidden Harbor Tiki Bar in Pittsburg (Yellow and Green Bananas and 
the rarely seen Pink Banana). 

 
For Tiki fans, Hidden Harbor also has shark swizzle sticks (in 
Turquoise and Orange). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These colorful beauties, both the bananas and the sharks, were 
made by our favorite sponsor, Royer!  

 
 

READING LIST 
 
Cocktails Across America by Diane Lapis and Anne Peck-Davis 
 
I’ve just finished it and it’s a great read full of beautiful historic postcards and tempting cocktail 
recipes.  A review and purchasing information are online at: 
https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781682681442 
 
 
Vintage Bar Ware: Identification and Value Guide by Stephen Visakay  
(there are some wonderful swizzles in his book) 
 
 
Bumbershoots (a great romp through cocktail history) By Dominic Pennock 
All books are available on Amazon. 
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BANANAS STEAKHOUSE 
 
For many, many years (until 2012 maybe?), ISSCA had a lovingly maintained, well organized system for 
researching unidentified swizzle sticks.  Each newsletter had a Help Wanted section, described in the 
newsletter as “A convenient feature for your unidentified swizzle sticks”.  Each unidentified stick was 
assigned a unique number.  If the swizzle was identified it was then listed in the “Stick Locator” an 
Identification Guide for Swizzle Collectors.   
 
In 1993, item # 670 was Banana’s Steak house. This one was in the February 1993 ISSCA Newsletter 
(Volume 8 Number 5) in the “Help Wanted” Section. So, over 20 years later, here’s my “help”. 
 

If there were anything I love more than a swizzle stick from an 
extinct business with an obscure story, it would have to be a 
banana-shaped swizzle stick from an extinct business with an 
obscure story.   
 
Our story begins with a little place outside of Chicago, in Oak 
Lawn, IL at W 94th & S Cicero 
Ave.  
 
Some called it a piano bar, but 
it was not.  The resident 
musician wasn’t a pianist, he 
was an organist. Yup, a 
steakhouse called bananas 

with an organ bar. I can’t make this stuff up. 
 
Most restaurants have mints and toothpicks by the door, but 
Bananas Steakhouse?  They gave out pocket knives with bananas 
written on them.  No, this one is not on my wish list...yet. 
 
Photograph (right) of the Bananas Steak House car in the 1962 Oak 
Lawn Parade on 95th Street.  
 
Miss Bananas Steakhouse is seated in the convertible. 

 
 
Well, time to make like a banana and split.         
 
#sorrynotsorry 
 
Seriously folks, time to get down to monkey 
business:    
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MONKEY SEE MONKEY DO? 
 
When did the first hanging monkey drink charm appear?  The first I can find were made by a company 
called Zoo Piks, founded in 1962.  However, I have some in my collection, which are thin, brittle and 
much lighter in color (in three colors:  grey-brown, yellow and red) which may predate these.   

 
The Zoo Piks in the package below look to be made of a 
“hardier” plastic.  Interestingly, these weren’t called “charms” by 
the manufacture, but “cocktail picks”.  “Why?” you might ask. 

The instructions on the package provide the answer: “Stick an 
olive or cherry on its paws and place the hind feet over the rim 
of the glass”.   

I have never seen them served 
this way, perhaps the 
bartenders never read the 
package.  This does, however, 
explain why they do not actually 
hang gracefully when hung by 
their tail over the side of a 
cocktail glass 

At some point a variety of 
plastic cocktail charms 
(mermaids, monkeys, 

elephants, even camels and donkeys) were “knocked-off” and are now 
manufactured in China.  A bag of 100 can be picked up on Amazon for $10.   

One way of dating these (should you for some reason want to) would be the color.  Modern monkeys 
come in bright blue and green and even neon pink.  These colors were not used in the 60’s and 70’s 
versions. 

In 1999, Spir-it (the original plastic swizzle stick manufacturer) acquired the rival company Zoo Piks. 
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Monkey Bar - Pearl City Tavern “PCT” 

These cuties (which were produced in Red, White, Green and Yellow) 
come from a Restaurant/Bar known as PCT (short for the Pearl City 
Tavern).  PCT opened in 1939 and bar closed in 1993.  The building 
has since been demolished. 

The Monkey Bar at the Pearl City Tavern in Pearl City, Honolulu, was 
home to a group of live monkeys who lived in a Plexiglas cage behind 
the bar. It was acceptable then but would be considered cruel today. 
 

The house specialties were steaks, 
lobsters and (of course) Banana Drinks! 
The bar was a favorite hangout for sailors stationed at Pearl Harbor. 
 
The owners, George and Irene Fukuoka were an enterprising couple who 
turned their tavern into a self-contained entertainment complex.  Besides 
the famous monkeys, there was dancing and musical entertainment, a 
separate Japanese restaurant featuring an organist, a souvenir shop that 
sold ceramic monkey mugs emblazoned with the tavern logo and even a 
bonsai garden. 
 

 

 

10 CANE RUM 
This is one of the loveliest alcohol promotional swizzles I’ve come across.  
The monkey and the block he is perched on are plastic but have the 
appearance of frosted glass.  I do not know the manufacturer, but this a three 
dimensional monkey and the block is almost 1/8th 
inch wide.   

	

This light rum was first introduced in 2005 by Moët 
Hennessy. 10 Cane has been through several 
versions; the latest was produced in Barbados in 
2013. It is comprised of two rums. The first was a 

pot-distilled sugarcane juice rum that was aged around a year; the second 
was a molasses-based rum that was column-distilled and aged for around 
seven years.  
 
Sadly 10 Cane Rum has been discontinued as of 2015. 
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WISH LIST 

One of the perks of collecting plastic swizzle sticks is the price point.  One stick may cost .50 or $1.00; a 
really sought over stick might run $12-$30 and an occasional price gouger might fetch up to $100. 

Not so with swizzle sticks made of silver and gold and studded with precious gems.  Original hallmarked 
gold Cartier champagne swizzle sticks or the diamond and sapphire swizzles featured in Issue 313 run 
over $20,000 (only one million dollars for a set of 50). 

So, my wish list item today is sadly, outside of my personal 
price range going for 280£ ($370 USD).  Price aside, I find this 
beauty singularly charming. 

According to their website, Patrick Mavros designed this delight 
while enjoying a few cocktails on the beach in Barbados when 
he was visited by a particularly friendly green monkey.  

The design came to life and evolved into a silver swizzle stick 
depicting a drunken monkey who swings round and round the 
stick, brandishing a coconut (presumably filled with rum 
punch). 

The self-identified “African Luxury Brand” was founded 35 
years ago and advertised as a ”uniquely African and 
distinctively exotic”. No matter that its inspiration was a 
monkey in Barbados... 

Patrick’s workshop and studio sit on the family homestead along with their wildlife sanctuary; all built to 
form a small village in the hills outside Harare in Zimbabwe. 

MGM FLYING MONKEY 

Is there a promotional swizzle stick that doesn’t have a story?  If so, I have yet 
to meet one.  So true with the MGM Grand Flying Monkey swizzle stick.   
 

Most of us know the MGM symbol to be 
a Lion. The Lion was part of the exterior 
of the casino and topped all of its swizzle 
sticks (and still does).  
 
So what’s the story behind this Wizard of 
Oz flying monkey?  Although the MGM 
Grand was built in 1993 we must go 

back to 1969 when Ken Kerkorian, aka “the father of the mega-resort” 
purchased the MGM movie studio.  Kerkorian (with architect Martin Stern Jr.) 
then opened the original MGM Grand Hotel and Casino, the largest hotel in the 
world at the time it was finished (billed as “larger” than the Empire State Building).  
 
At the time the MGM Grand was the most lavish hotel on the Las Vegas Strip.  With Chandeliers 
everywhere and a casino the size of three football fields, themed gourmet restaurants such as Gigi's, 
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Barrymore’s and Tracey's, a downstairs floor filled with high-end stores and a movie theater that played 
classic studio era MGM films.  It was a hotel to remember. 
 

But on November 21, 1980, an early morning fire changed forever the way we remember that beautiful 
hotel.  At the time of the fire, approximately 5,000 people were in the hotel and casino, a 26-story resort 
with more than 2,000 hotel rooms.   
 
The deadly fire, that had started hours earlier, broke through a wall soffit and roared into the casino.  The 
fire killed 85 people (including 7 employees).  Another 650 were injured, including guests, employees, 
and 14 firefighters.  The tragedy remains the worst disaster in Nevada history, and the third-worst hotel 
fire in modern U.S. history. 
 
The fire spread across the areas of the casino in which no fire 
sprinklers were installed then to the lobby and then raced through the 
casino at a rate of 15–19 ft per second until a massive fireball blew 
out the main entrance along The Strip. Seven people died in the 
casino itself. 

The burning material created toxic fumes and smoke, which ascended 
throughout the hotel tower via elevators and stairwells and caused the 
majority of the deaths. 

A massive helicopter rescue effort pulled 1,000 people from the roof 
of the MGM Grand. Tragically all of the stairwell doors were locked 
except on the roof and the ground floor and 61 deaths were on the 
upper floors of the hotel, mostly in the stairwells. 

In 1986, Kerkorian sold the original MGM Grand to Bally’s and the 
property was subsequently renamed Bally's.  There are stories today 
of ghosts of the fire victims seen in the rooms of the tower (still part of 
Bally’s Hotel). 
  
RISING FROM THE ASHES 

 
Years after the fire, worried that the MGM Hotel would always be defined 
by the fire, he embarked on a new project designed to be an MGM 
fantasy that would eclipse the tragic memories.  It was 1989 when 
Kerkorian bought the Marina Hotel (photo to the right) and renamed the 
hotel the MGM-Marina. 

 
THE MARINA/MGM MORPH  
 
MGM demolished all but the rooms building. The rooms were gutted and 
all new fixtures and air circulating systems were installed. The new MGM 
Grand was then built around the old Marina and is still part of the current 
hotel.   
The entire front hotel tower section that forms a part of the complex was 

the original Marina Hotel. 
 
In 1993, the MGM Grand opened with 5005 rooms as the world’s largest hotel.  
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Few realize that the old Marina hotel is still there. 
The new MGM Grand had an 
extensive Wizard of Oz theme, 
including the green "Emerald 
City" colors of the building and 
the decorative use of Wizard of 
Oz memorabilia.  

 
At the "topping off" ceremony 
with the placement of the last 
panel of emerald green glass 
hoisted onto one of the 30-story 
hotel towers. A total of 5,005 
green balloons were released, each containing a gift certificate valid for one complimentary stay in one of 
the rooms. 

Inside was The Emerald City Casino was a seven-story replica of 
the City of Oz.  This casino was the largest of the four MGM 
Grand gaming areas with the Flying Monkey Bar contained 
inside. Looking up at the ceiling one could see the silhouette of the 
Wicked Witch of West flying, and various jack-in-the-boxes on top of 
some of the slot machines had munchkins popping out. 
 
On entering the casino's main entrance, one would find themselves 
in the Oz Casino facing Emerald City. Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the 
Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion were seen in front of the city. The 
Emerald City attraction featured a yellow brick road walk-through, 
complete with the cornfield, apple orchard, and haunted forest, as 
well as audio-animatronic figures of Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin 
Man, the Cowardly Lion, and the Wicked Witch of the West. It would 
end at the door of the city, leading inside for a performance of "The Wizard's Secrets".  
 
NO MORE FLYING MONKEYS 

Sadly, when MGM Grand began its extensive refurbishment in 1996, the Oz Casino was the first to go.  

The Emerald City was completely demolished, and the Emerald City Gift Shop was moved to a new 
shopping section of the casino. The store remained open until early 2003. 

 
FLY MY PRETTIES 
 
Here’s a bit of Wizard of Oz trivia:  The Wicked Witch never said "Fly my pretties".  It’s an often cited 
misquote, a mash-up of the two most important scenes with the witch: her confrontation with Dorothy “I’ll 
get you my pretty” and her unleashing of the flying monkeys where she said “Fly, Fly, Fly!”. Mash it up 
with enough folks imitating the idea of the witch without the actual information and this is what happens. 
 
MGM Grand Article References: 
 

● http://www.lvol.com/hotels/history/h-mgm.html	
● http://www.onlinenevada.org/articles/kirk-kerkorian-and-first-mgm-grand-hotel	
● http://classiclasvegas.squarespace.com/classic-las-vegas-blog/2010/11/21/thirty-years-gone-the-mgm-grand-fire.html	
● http://www.vegastodayandtomorrow.com/marina.htm	
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TO BE CONTINUED… 
 
Now that I’ve taken a 20 year journey through the old ISSCA newsletters “Help Wanted” section, I’ll be 
needing to add these two to my collection: 
 
#674      Alexanders Banana 
#1793   The Banana Disco 
 

 
 
BANANA FOR SCALE 
 
Since August 2012, bananas have shown up in all sorts of 
random images on the web, and “banana for scale” has spiked 
on Google trends.   But why? 
 
The story begins in August 2010 with a dad named Andy 
Herald.  He had just dug up a 60-year-old safe, given to him by 
his grandparents. It had two dials with 169 different possible 
combinations. Herald shared his safe on Facebook with a 
banana standing next to it for scale. 
 
Friends commented in on the banana joke as much as the puzzle of the safe. 
 
If you want to go down a banana rabbit-hole, just go to Reddit or Google and start reading or start with  
Fernando Alfonso’s December 17, 2013 article “How the ‘banana for scale’ became the yardstick of 
the Internet”. 
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ABOUT US 
 
The International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association was founded in 1985 by Ray Hoare & Polly Rusk 
 
Annual Membership to International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association (I.S.S.C.A.) is $20 ($25 outside 
of the U.S.)  - Subscribe now at:  https://www.etsy.com/listing/501004367/swizzle-stick-collectors-annual 
 
Members receive Quarterly Newsletter (Digital or Print); Meet members and trade swizzle sticks. 
 
Join us at biennial Swizzle Convention in Vegas! We are a FUN group of collectors who have one thing 
in common: We Love Swizzle Sticks! 
 
As a member of I.S.S.C.A. you'll have: 
 

● Access to valuable swizzle stick collector research and information 
● The opportunity to add to your collection 
● A chance to meet with helpful and friendly collectors, trade with, and learn more about this hobby 
● Access to back issues of our newsletters available at a nominal cost which will bring you up to 

date on one of the fastest rising collectibles. 
 
We look forward to having you become a member of the International Swizzle Stick Collectors 
Association. Find out more about us on the I.S.S.C.A. website at:  
www.swizzlestickcollector.com 
 
 
Want to know more?     
 
Email Pam Ashlund at houseofswizzle@gmail.com 
 
 


