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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Mysterious Monsters (or Mon-Stirs), Ghosts and 
Skeletons… Swizzlesticks are often the last record of 
these bars, restaurants and ad campaigns for 
alcoholic beverages.  Catacombs stacked high with 
skulls were a fad with many bars featuring skulls, 
skeletons, coffins and more.  In this issue we’ll start 
with the legend of a Tennessee Monster and its 
matching swizzle stick and then explore three 
Catacomb-themed bars and restaurants (in Chicago, 
Ohio and Mexico City); the last called Catacumbas. 
 
 
 
This fad has 

seen a revival in recent times.  Stacks of skulls. backlit with 
ultraviolet light, mark the entrance of Chicago’s Three Dots and a 
Dash (photo below) and a swizzle stick with stacked skulls topping 
one of the beautiful swizzle sticks issued by the San Diego Tiki 
Bar, False Idol (phone at top). 

 

 

 

Want More Halloween? 

If you missed the past two Halloween Issues, and 
want more Halloween, check out I.S.S.C.A. 
Issues 314 (Universal Studios Mon-Stirs and 
more)  and 318 (Bats, Frankenstein, Zombies and 
more) both online at 
www.swizzlestickcollectors.com/newsletters 

Happy Halloween! 

 

 

http://www.swizzlestickcollectors.com/newsletters


 

THE LEGEND OF THE WYOOTER HOOTER:  JACK DANIELS HALLOWEEN CAMPAIGN 

These bright purple swizzles, with long black claws are a recent discovery.  I recently found one and, in 
researching them, found many collectibles online related to the Wyooter Hooter Jack Daniel’s 
campaign. Collectibles include hats and t-shirts, shot glasses (plastic and glass), metal pins, magazine 
ads and even a cassette.  

MUST HEAR TO BELIEVE... Even if you did buy the cassette, would you have anywhere to play it? 
Not to worry, a wonderful website allows you to listen to the contents of the cassette.  Check it out if 
you have a minute:   http://www.jdcollectorspage.com/Wyooter.html 

Without further adieu, here’s the legend of the Wyooter Hooter: 

How Lem Hopkins survived a brush with the "Tennessee Wyooter" 

It's a quiet moonlit October night deep in the 
Tennessee hills. Lem Hopkins and his best 
dog Lightnin' are walkin' Peabody Ridge, 
lookin’ for possum. Lem thinks nothing of the 
huge black shadowy mass that looms ahead. 
Just a tree, right? Wrong, Lem.  

Suddenly, the "tree" emits a thunderous roar 
and a great hairy paw reaches down and 
nearly scoops up poor Lightnin'. Again and 
again, the great paw descends while Lem and 
Lightnin' do a dance never danced before. 

Just when it looks like the monster won't go 
hungry, Lightnin' scoots between his legs with 
Lem close behind. Which makes the Wyooter 
hoppin' mad. Because the Tennessee Wyooter 
is incapable of turning himself around, you see, 
once he's landed. 

Yes, Lem and Lightnin' lived to tell their tale, though Lightnin' tells it poorly. 

So lift a Jack Daniel's Wyooter Hooter to them both. And remember, the only good side of a Tennessee 
Wyooter is the back one. 

The Tennessee Wyooter is lookin' for an evening meal. 
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IVANHOE RESTAURANT 

 
The Seventh Wonder of Chicago 

 
All the romance of medieval ages 

Dining-Dancing-Entertainment in the Enchanted 
Forest 

Weird Catacombs, 300 feet below 
King Richard’s PlayHouse 

Friar Tuck’s Cellarage 
The Black Knights Inn 

 
“A Luxury You Can Afford” 

 
Obviously someone was writing with “tongue in cheek” 
when they titled the Ivanhoe “The Seventh Wonder of 
Chicago”.  One wonders what numbers one through six 
were…  Rumored to be the site of a “Speakeasy” during 
prohibition, the Ivanhoe went “legit” in the ‘30’s becoming a 
very popular medieval-themed restaurant.  In the 1940’s 
and ‘50’s up to 10,000 Chicagoans  passed through its 
doors each week. 

Guests coming into the Ivanhoe would take an “elevator” down to supposedly great depths and then let 
them off at the same floor; at the entrance of a dimly lit corridor to the popular tavern, the Catacombs.  
 
IVANHOE “ME TOO” MOMENT 

According to a 1947 newspaper “In the passageway 
three men dressed as skeletons would harass the 
ladies and their escorts which keep the guests 
screaming and happy”.  

COLORS AND VARIATIONS 
 
The skull swizzle stick of Ivanhoe Fame was 
manufactured over the years in various colors.  
 
All read on the front: IVANHOE - DINING & DANCING - CHICAGO 
 
Each had the name of a medieval character:  

King Richard, Prince John, Little John, Friar Tuck, Black Knight, De Bois-Guilbert, Allan A Dale, 
Front-De-Boeuf, Robin Hood and Wamba.    Alas, poor Rowena never had a stick in her name. 

On the back, along with their individual names, they read:     RELIC FROM THE CATACOMBS 
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No telling how many colors Ivanhoe sticks came in.  One I know of dated back to the early 50’s was 
pale yellow.  I have found sticks in bright colors (Red, Green, Yellow and Black), in pastels (light blue, 
yellow and pink).  But just recently I came across these beauties in plastic “chrome” finish, Gold, 
Bronze and Clear. 

 

THE IGNOBLE END:  BINNY’S LIQUORS 
 
It was a sad day when a fire finally ended the 
Ivanhoe era; final closing for good in 1979 
(reopened as a chain liquor store, Binny’s 
Beverage Depot). 

Side note:  At one point in time Binny's held 
wine tastings in the former Catacombs; don’t 
know if they still do... 
 

WISH LIST 

Here’s my annual Halloween plea:  If you ever, 
ever, ever find the set of Swizzle’s pictured above, sold in a cardboard box featuring a coffin and the 
phrase “The Knights are Dust, their Good Swords Rust; their Souls are with the Saints we trust” please 
(begging here) sell it to me. I missed it on an ebay bid of $35.  Don’t know why I thought that was too 
much! 
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CATACUMBAS: THE OHIO VERSION 

A nightclub in Ohio aroused the interest of crowds of visitors and 
the horror of others who discovered skeletons in the club's 
closets, skulls under the tables, bones hanging on the walls. 
Albert Pick was the creator of this nightclub that opened its 
doors in 1940. 

Was this the same Albert Pick of hotel chain fame?  Don’t know 
but if you do, let us know! 

Not unlike the Ivanhoe, the Catacombs nightclub was 300 
meters underground where guests had to take an elevator to 
descend to the floor where some skeletons were waiting for 
them lying under their feet and others inside their sarcophagi. 

According to several reviews about Albert Pick's dark 
restaurant-bar, "Catacombs" became an instant and immense 
success; However, the rage of the place was short.  

WHY NO SWIZZLE STICKS? 

Only one year later, in 1941, the club closed its doors.  

CATACUMBAS: MEXICO 

Unlike the Ohio Catacumbas, the Mexico City nightclub of the 
same name, issued one of the most beautiful swizzle sticks in the 
genre. Note the vulture topping the pile of skulls and also the bit 
of torn flesh he’s just ripped off.  The vulture (and flesh) are easily 

broken pieces and often missing 
on these sticks.  I’ve seen these 
for sale at $30 each; if you do 
shell out the cash, make sure the 
stick is complete. 
 
 
 
Not much is written about the Catacumbas (but found a reference in a 
book on William Burroughs), but swizzle superfan Lori tipped me off  an 
old photo of the entrance, a coffin shaped sign, which may still “hang” to 
this day (unverified). 
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The Catacumbas Mexico was part of a wild nightlife scene in Mexico City.  One of many clubs visited 
by the late author William Burroughs during his time in Mexico* between 1949 and 1951.  

This from The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico by Jorge García-Robles and Daniel C. 
Schechter: 

“Cabarets everywhere, brothels on every corner, a  vibrant nightlife …. Big on 
the scene was Perez Prado, the cuban inventor of the mambo.... the clubs never 
closed: Ciro’s, Catacumbas, Las Veladoras, La Rata Muerta, Waikiki, Leda, Lola, 
Tato’s. 
 

QUEST: 
 
Did the other establishments mentioned have Swizzle Sticks?  Only time will tell.  Let me know if you 
have one. 
 
SIDE NOTE: 
 
Wondering why Burroughs in Mexico City?  He was fleeing a 
trial on drug and weapons following an already long history of 
drug use and arrests.  
 
He would remain in Mexico for three years, a period that 
culminated in the defining incident of his life: Burroughs shot 
his common-law wife, Joan Vollmer, while playing William Tell 
with a loaded pistol.  
 
Burroughs would later be tried and convicted of murder in 
absentia after fleeing Mexico.) 
 

Current Novelty Swizzles  
Indianapolis based 
swizzle stick 
manufacturer, Royer 
Corp sells novelty sticks 
on Amazon, including 1)  a set of 6" Plastic Skeleton Arm Swizzle 
Sticks, 2) Plastic Zombies and 3) plastic skulls.  All of which come 
in glow in the dark or ivory.  A set of 24 will only set you back 
eight bucks!  
 
No fees were received and no endorsement implied.  Full 
Disclosure, Royer was a sponsor of the original swizzle stick club, 
the International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association.  Hope they 
will sponsor our own S.S.C.C. some time in the near future! 
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A few other swizzles from Royer: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GET NEWSLETTERS QUARTERLY AND MEET NEW FRIENDS 
 

JOIN S.S.C.C. TODAY! 
 

Visit our website at: www.swizzlestickcollector.com/ 
 
The Swizzle Stick Collectors Club (S.S.C.C.) was founded in 2019 by Pam Ashlund and was born out 
of (and a continuation) of a historic organization, the International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association 
(I.S.S.C.A.)  
 
S.S.C.C. is committed to preserving and carrying on the mission and work of I.S.S.C.A. established Oct 
1, 1985 by its Founders:  Polly Rusk and Ray Hoare, to whom we owe a great debt. 
 
For questions or more information, contact Pam Ashlund at:   houseofswizzle@gmail.com 
 
Membership Benefits include: 
 

● access to valuable swizzle stick collector research and information 

● the opportunity to add to your collection (giving, trading and/or selling) 

● discounts on events (including the annual Swizzle-Con) 

● meet with helpful and friendly collectors, trade with, and learn more about this hobby 

 

Page 7 

http://www.swizzlestickcollector.com/

