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Letter from the editor 
 
2017 Convention time is around the corner! If you haven’t already, 
please read the insert flyer carefully and send in your check to reserve 
your spot as soon as possible!  This will be my second convention, and 
ISSCA’s 16th!    I look forward to seeing you to celebrate our 32nd 
Anniversary!   
 
This issue is a smorgasbord of topics.  As usually I’ve been rifling 
through the back issues and found a mention of the Doonesbury comic 
swizzle stick sets offered for sale (only once I’m told) in 1991. 
 
I also received a lovely note from a member asking if I had any 
information on the number of Blondie and Dagwood swizzle sticks 
issued (answer: I don’t know).  Let us know if you do! 
 
These two sets are now officially on my “must-have” list.  This led me to 
the idea that we should have a new regular column: The Wish List.    
Members should send in any item high on their personal swizzle stick 
wish list and we will print them here.  Maybe if we all work together we 
can help make these wishes come true (fingers crossed). 
 

♦ 

 
(ROAD) SIGNS OF THE TIMES:  A GHOST STORY 
 
 

member recently shared a photo of her recent find, a set of 
road-sign swizzle sticks marked Andy’s Diner.  The Andy’s 
sticks are a popular collector’s item. Andy’s closed recently, but 

was a landmark since 1949.  The Sticks read “Andy’s Diner” with the 
phone number 624-4097 on the front side and “Andy’s Tukwila 
Station” with the phone number 235-1212 on the back side.  The 
sticks seem to have been originally issued in a larger size, and then 
later in a smaller size.  I also have one in white reading “Resume 
Speed” with a printing mis-strike (photo below).  It is not a pretty sight, 
who knows? Maybe someday it will be a collector’s item (but I doubt 
it). 
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I recalled having many of these in my 
collection (and I do) but as I looked at them 
I realized that I also had many similar road 
sign swizzle sticks.  I’ve included photos of 
many of these for your viewing pleasure. 
  
Most have familiar signs and shapes 
(square, circle, octagon) and familiar signs 
(railroad crossing, slow, resume speed); but 
there are also gag gift swizzle sets with 
more salacious names (slippery when wet, 

dangerous curves, drunk driver, etc.)  I guess there was a time drunk drivers were funny…scary. 
 
Here’s bit of history on Andy’s: 
 
Andy's Diner opened in Seattle in 1949, made up of seven 
old-fashioned train cars.  The Diner was in a refurbished 
railroad car with some original fittings (such as fans and 
luggage racks) and period-style updates.   
 
The road sign calls it a 'Seattle Landmark since 1949'.  A 
landmark for almost 50 years – but CLOSED now. 

 
 
 
 
This from SeattlePI.com:  "It just wasn't a very 
profitable venture," owner Bill Howard said Monday. 
"Times have changed since the heyday of Andy's 
Diner." The diner, housed in a collection of historic 

railroad cars, served its last barbecued steak and bourbon 
on the rocks Saturday. The rail cars include one that 
President Franklin Roosevelt reportedly traveled in during 
his 1944 re-election campaign.” 
 

According to the 
theStranger.com, Andy 
Nagy and his nephew Andy 
Yurkanin opened Andy's 
Diner in 1949. It was originally housed in one railcar, but over the 
years expanded with cars salvaged from Seattle City Light.  

http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Bill+Howard%22
http://www.seattlepi.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Franklin+Roosevelt%22
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The inspiration was likely Frank's Diner in Spokane, a railcar diner whose 
construction predated Andy's by 10 
years. Andy's was a lunch-hour 
destination for locals and an oddity that 
drew patrons from all over town. There 
were frequently lines out the door. 
Steaks and martinis were the specialties. 
 
An angry ghost is rumored to haunt the 
place, making lightbulbs explode above 
the owner when he expressed his 
disbelief in the supernatural. 
 

 
 
THE WISH LIST ***NEW COLUMN*** 
 

O YOU HAVE A SWIZZLE STICK YOU DREAM OF OWNING?  
 
Send me your list and we’ll include them in future 

newsletter issues!    
 
At the top of my list is the boxed set of Ivanhoe sticks.  I have all 
the individual sticks in my collection, but would love the box with 
the coffin printed on top.  
 
I’ve only seen one come up on eBay (I was outbid) which sold for 
$35.  I’d happily pay $35 if given a second chance. 
 
If you missed it, we had a feature on the Ivanhoe sticks in Issue 
307 of the Swizzle Stick Quarterly.  
 
SWIZZLEGATE! 
 

eceived a wonderful package of swizzle sticks from new 
member Emily Hartop.  While attending a wine-tasting at the 
“Sort This Out Cellars” tasting room, she discovered a hidden 

Tiki bar behind a door at the back of the place.  Its name is the High 
Roller Tiki Lounge in lovely Danish town of Solvang (California). 
 
Only 100 of these packs were issued.  The packaging tells the 
tongue-in-cheek story of “Swizzlegate”. Seems two Tiki Bars, the 
“High Roller Tiki Lounge” and the “LuWow” tiki bar issued sticks 
using the same art—a scandal. 

D 
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The Controversial Lady 

In the tiki world, proprietary and limited edition swizzle 
sticks and mugs are much sought after items, although 
the glory seems to be an actual visit to the tiki 
establishment, so buying the swizzle stick is usually 
frowned upon.   
 
As a result of this uniqueness aspect, a social media 
“frenzy” ensued, but the two establishment owners held a 
peace treaty and settled the conflict.  Sounds like it was 
all in fun.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mystery:  after the agreement to cease using the same art, we still don’t know what the two agreed.  My 
guess? There are now two new sticks to collect, one from the LuWow and one from the High Roller.  
Can’t wait to see what they look like! 
 
 

ARE SPIES THE NEW SWIZZLE STICK COLLECTORS? 

Submitted by: Domink Pennock 

 

ruth is stranger than fiction, member Dom Pennock passed along this hilarious article from 1977 

about what they refer to as “zany CIA gadgets”. To my surprise, among the gadgets was a 

swizzle stick.  But this swizzle is NOT one I would want to add to my collection: 

“… Goldman made … drug-laced swizzle sticks that melted in cocktails” 
 

Here’s the article, sorry about the quality. I’m happy to email a copy to members.  If you’d like one let 
me know.    
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Why read the back issues of the ISSCA Newsletter?  Funny you should ask… 

 
RIPPED FROM THE PAGES               from the July 1, 1991 Issue: 
 

ntil I read this issue I had no idea there had been Doonesbury Comic swizzle sticks.  Turns out 
ISSCA actually had these for sale to member’s way back when.   The article also mentioned 
Blondie and Dagwood sticks.  I now officially must have both in my collection.   
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COMIC BOOK SWIZZLE STICKS 
 

he ultimate tongue-in-cheek set was sold as campaign called the “Great Sellout”.  According to an 
article in the Sentinel in 1991, cartoonist Garry Trudeau did get into merchandising, but the 
royalties went to benefit causes. 

 

''All made of quality, non-bendable plastic that will snap crisply 
during a late-night difference of opinion.'' 
 

Doonesbury “Club Scud” 
Swizzle Sticks – These were 
sold as a set of 24 colorful 
swizzle sticks (3 of each 
character) each one with witty 
remarks: 
 

 Mr. Butts Sez. "Just 
Say Yes!" (Green) 

 Dr. Duke "Welcome to 
Club Scud!" (Purple) 

 Duke's Assistant "I'm Concerned about Your Mood Swings, 
Sir." (Pink) 
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ABOUT US 
 
The International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association (I.S.S.C.A.), founded in 1985 is the original 
Swizzle Stick Collectors Association. 
 

OFFICERS 
Bob Akin, Chairman      bandjakin@aol.com 
Vera Hoare, Secretary/Treasurer veray.issca@shaw.ca 

 
CONVENTION Bob Montgomery   ramanita@msn.com 

 
EDITOR  Pam Ashlund    houseofswizzle@gmail.com 
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