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UNITED AIRLINES-DISNEYLAND MASH-UP 

File this swizzle stick under “Tiki” or under “Airlines” or under 
“Disneyland”.  All three would be correct.  From 1963 - 1967 United 
Airlines sponsored (or partnered with) Disneyland.  Promotionals 

included posters, swizzle sticks, and amazing 
cardboard die-cut mobile (listed at $500). The mobile 
featured Walt Disney’s Enchanted Tiki Room and was 
supplied to travel agencies across the country and 
hung at United Airlines ticket counters to promote the 

summer opening of the attraction in 
June 1963. The display was designed 
by Tiki Room and kinetic mobile expert, 
Rolly Crump (also former Disney 
Imagineer).  

United Airlines also used a Tiki theme 
for a tie-in with the Royal Hawaiian for 
its Hawaii route.  A special swizzle stick 
was issued as well as key chains and a 
rare 31” high sculpture (on Etsy for 
$695). 

But wait, 
there’s more. United also issued a special 
Tiki swizzle stick for the final flight of the 747. 
These swizzles were served in Mai Tai’s. 

These were tall sticks with a large paddle end. 
Photo credit (right): 

liveandletsfly.boardingarea.com 

 

 



 

TIKI - FRANKIE MISTAKE  
 
I suppose if you have to make a mistake it’s “go big or go 
home”...and mine was front page news.  The beautiful 
glow-in-the-dark Frankie tiki sticks were not from Frankie’s Tiki 
Room in Las Vegas, but rather from Frankie's Tiki Oasis in 
Marina del Rey.  This Frankie’s is dedicated to one of the most 
famous monsters of all time:  Frankenstein. 
 
Read more about this “best kept secret” Tiki Bar in the  
Tiki with Ray blog.  This blog has great reviews of Tiki Spots. 
 
 

Letter from the editor 
Happy New Year! 
 
And is there any better way to start the year than an unsolved 
mystery and a secret society with a dark past?  You’ll find the 
mystery of the 6-15 in the “Ripped from the Pages” section 

from the February 1992 in 
Volume 7, Number 5. 
Then read a tale of secret 
Owl’s.  And don’t miss our 
“Straight Stick” story for a 
laugh.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A New Year Challenge 
 
Postcard collectors have their own science.  Professor Randall Rhoades of Ashland, Ohio, coined a word in 
1945 that became the accepted description of the study of picture postcards. 
 
Deltiology (from Greek δελτίον, deltion, diminutive of δέλτος, deltos, "writing tablet, letter"; and -λογία, -logia) 
is the study and collection of postcards.  
 
Me thinks it's time for a word contest. Fill in the blank _______ is the study and collection of swizzle sticks. 
Alas my try: Seio-ology (from the Greek seio for Stir, Stir up "to move to and fro") is too hard to pronounce. 
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RIPPED FROM THE PAGES:  THE 6-15 MYSTERY 
 
February, 1992 (Volume 7 Number 5)  
 
In a 1992 article written by the late, great swizzle stick 
collector Bill Price, Bill tells of finding three swizzle 
sticks.  Each had the number “6” on one side and the 
number “15” on the other.  He didn’t solve the mystery 
but offered a few clues, one of them a red herring. 
Unfortunately I haven’t solved the mystery...YET… 
 
Bill felt they had no relationship to each other (the 
companies were Ringfeder, Hysol and Langendorf).  In his article he identified Langendorf as a Cake and 
Cookies Manufacturer and Ringfeder as a manufacturer of locking devices.  
 
He didn’t identify Hysol (which I believe is is a maker of an epoxy adhesive compound).  As for Langendorf’s, 
here was indeed a Langendorf’s bakery in San Francisco, but on further research there is also a Langendorf’s 
which is a supplier of commercial HVAC systems.  
 
I felt sure I had some 
sort of engineering or 
industrial product 
connection (maybe 
compound 6 and 
compound 15 or 
something similar).  I 
have run across mention 
of 6” and 15” speakers, 
but still can’t find the 
connection. 
  
 
 
The theory seemed to hold as I found three “6-15” swizzle sticks in my own collection (pictured here).  One 
from Tri-mizer, Creators Inc. at one time a 
manufacturer of a lighting apparatus of some kind and 
another which read “Make it easy with:  Tyton’s 
Flexible Duct Clamps”  
 
It seemed my industrial product theory was holding, 
but then there was the third: “MLT Tours Dayton’s 
Travel Service:  No. 1 Route to Las Vegas”. 
 
Please write in if you can solve the mystery of the 
6-15. 
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STRAIGHT STICK SPOTLIGHT 
 
Even the most unassuming plain swizzle stick may hold a story, sometimes that stick is the last trace 
from the past.  

  

Wits’ End Bring Money  
 
We don’t hear much about nightclubs in Atlanta Georgia, or, in this case, comedy clubs.  So let’s go there. 
 
It all started with a young man named Phil Erickson.  Phil was an established pantomime performer in the 
Midwest and performed together with his wife Nancy.   In search of a a partner for engagements in Los 
Angeles. Phil spotted a 21-year old at a local staging of “The Philadelphia Story” in his hometown, Danville, 
Illinois. 
 
That 21-year old was Dick Van Dyke.  Van Dyke joined Phil immediately, and they opened two weeks later at 
the Georgian Hotel in Santa Monica.  The two formed a comedy duo, the Merry Mutes, a comic mime act.  In 
1949, they got a long term engagement at the Henry Grady Hotel, and moved to Atlanta. Van Dyke enjoyed 
Atlanta so much that he bought a house there, where later, two of his children were born.  
 
Dick Van Dyke, of course, was destined for bigger things and shortly left to join CBS in New York.  After parting 
ways with Mr. Van Dyke, Phil Erickson eventually settled in Atlanta, raised a family and opened the Wits’ End 
nightclub, which (of course) featured the Wits’ End Players. 
 
The Wits’ End was located near the Biltmore Hotel and Georgia Tech University.  The club had a large sign in 
front, with an asterisk next to the words “Wits End”. The asterisk stood for the clubs motto “bring money”. 
According to a 2013 article on Georgia history, people did bring money and the club was an instant hit with 
college kids and would, by the 1970’s send improv groups all over the county.  
source:  Posted in Georgia History, History, The Internet by chamblee54 on March 19, 2013 
https://chamblee54.wordpress.com/2013/03/19/dick-van-dyke/ 
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The End of Wits’ End 

The Wits’ End came to its own end 
leaving very few traces.  Besides this 
faded swizzle stick, I found an album (for 
sale on ebay for $399).  Although 
obviously rare, I hope there an audience 
for it somewhere at that steep price. 

Phil Erickson, died Aug. 4 of pneumonia       
in Atlanta. He was 78. 

 
PERSONAL ACCOUNT 
 
From from Chicken Fat blog 

MARIETTA, GA  posted on January 20, 2008 

ethunter1.blogspot.com/2008/01/ 

wits-end-and-merry-mutes.html 

I was in my teen years there was a local 
group that had a 15 or 30 minute show 
on a local TV station. I think they called 
themselves the Merry Mute Players. They did funny skits… a fast pace funny skit thing, sort of like The 
Committee, but silent.  

The two main players were Phil and Nancy Erickson, a married couple. One of their players was a young man 
named Dick Van Dyke. Dick came and he went, as others did – but, boy was he good, a born mime.  

Later, on a date once, Anna and I went to The Wits End* (*Bring Money) Playhouse in Atlanta, on a little side 
street off Spring Street, near the Biltmore Hotel. They were just as funny as when I saw them on TV… a high 
energy one skit after another - but this time they had dialog and sung... they had a great song called "They Are 
Tearing Up Peachtree Again".   ...the show was always great. After we were married, whenever we had guests 
from out of town, we knew they would like The Wits End*. 

They would pick on common situations, politics, national and local, and it was very entertaining. Yes, indeed. 

If I remember correctly they moved from their little club off Spring Street and to the top floor of the huge 
Merchandise Mart, right in the center of downtown Atlanta.  

After that it was just too much trouble to get to. 
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RESTAURANT OR SECRET SOCIETY:  THE OWL’S NEST  

I came across a swizzle stick with a cute white owl on the circle top.  The stick is 
marked “The Owl’s Nest Poynette, Wisconsin”. As a lover of all things owl, I had 
to find out more, but now I wish I hadn’t.  Before I go on, there’s no way to know if 
this restaurant, famous of its comfort food, is related to the Owl’s tale below.  But 
it is scarily possible.  WARNING: This one may be hard to read. 

 
 

 

The Order of Owls, a secret fraternal order, 
was founded in 1904 in South Bend, 
Indiana by John W. Talbot. Their chapters 
were appropriately called “Nests”.  In 1924 
there was over 2,000 nests, mostly in 

Indiana, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.  
 
 
The Owl’s were “men only” as given away by their motto:   “Owls do good, speak kindly, shake hands warmly, 
and respect and honor their women".  The women were not to be left out and formed the Ladies Order of Owls. 
They called themselves “Lady Owls”.  See article from 1931 regarding Nest 1002. 

NOT SO SIMPLE (Shameful Past) 
 
The group who was organized “to assist each other in 
business” and “for  assemble for mutual pleasure and 
entertainment”, was a “white’s only” group until 1979. 
 
To understand the historical context, the Ladies Order of the Owls 
announcement in the newspaper featured two articles:  1) an 
article on the marriage of local man to movie star Alice Brady and 
2) a horrifying article about an african american man burned at 
the stake (see article on right) 
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JAIL THE OWL CHIEF 
 
In 1921, Owl founder John Talbot was convicted under the Mann Act. He was sentenced to five years in 
Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary and a $5,000 fine. This was his second offense. 

Two separate newspaper articles reported physical assaults 
on John Talbot (one an attack with a pipe). Neither article 
revealed a motive. 
 
THE MANN ACT   
 
The Mann Act, also known as the White Slave Traffic Act, it is 
a federal criminal statute that deals with prostitution and Child 
Pornography. 

OWL FACTIONS 

Order of Owls 
LimaOhio.com  Posted April 19, 2016 
By Greg Hoersten - For The Lima News 
 
“In 1901,” the Detroit News observed in an Oct. 10, 2015, article, “one in five (men) over the age of 21 belonged to 
one or more ‘secret societies,’ as they were commonly called, whether they were clubs, fraternities, orders, mystical 
worlds, friendships, tabernacles, temples, nests, lodges, hives, tents, aeries, covens or dens.” 

Less than 12 years after the Talbot formed the Owls, the group fell apart and other “spin-off” groups formed.  One 
was the “Order of Ancient Oaks” who stated "The Order of Owls is governed by one John W. Talbot and four 
associates, at South Bend, IN who run things to suit themselves and give no account of the moneys received. The 
Order has no legal standing anywhere in the U.S. and is careless in admitting new members."  
 
But by far my favorite (from a 1921 St. Louis Post article) was when a group of “dissatisfied Nests” left to form the 
the Supreme Order of the White Rabbits. Lodges of the White Rabbits were located in Missouri, Kansas, Illinois and 
Ohio. 

THE END? 
 
In 1924 “the Order” had 643,748 members in 2,148 lodges, was down to approximately 100,000 members and 
1,500 Nests in 1951.  By 1970 it had 40,000 members and down to 5,000 in 1989. 

READING LIST 

● Preuss, Arthur A Dictionary of Secret and other Societies St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co. 1924; republished Detroit: Gale 
Reference Company 1966 

● Whalen, William J. Handbook of Secret Organization Milwaukee: The Bruce Publishing Co. 1966; Second printing 1967 
● Alan Axelrod International Encyclopedia of Secret Societies and Fraternal Orders New York; 
● Frank L. Nelson. "The Secret Society 'Zoo'." Hampton's Magazine 28.3, April 1912 
● Theda Skocpol; Ariane Liazos; Marshall Ganz What a mighty power we can be: African American fraternal groups and 

the struggle for racial equality Princeton : Princeton University Press, 2006 
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● Mason, Mrs. Leona The character and life of John W. Talbot, Supreme President Order of Owls, Exposed by One of his 

Victims South Bend, Indiana 1908 
 

● SOURCES 
https://www.limaohio.com/features/lifestyle/177329/order-of-owls 

● Order Of Owls v. Owls Club Of Mckees Rocks District Court Of United States, Western District Of Pennsylvania; July 27, 1951 
"Plea Not Guilty; National Chief of Owls Denies Topeka Girl Charges; Arraigned Today — Date of Trial Is Deferred." Topeka 
State Journal, 1921-03-07. (Library of Congress) 

● Jail the Owl Chief; Five Years and $5,000 Penalty for Talbot; Convicted Under Mann Act on Topeka Girl's Charge." Topeka 
State Journal, 1921-11-30. (Library of Congress) 

● Lebens, Alicia. "Duluth Owls Club last of its kind in St. Louis County". LakeVoice April 30, 2011 
● Note: The legal case's title and number is The Afro-American Order of Owls, Nest Number One a Body Corporate vs. John W. 

Talbot, George D. Beroth, Chester B. Crumpacker Court of Appeals of Maryland, 123 MD.465 91 A 570; 1914 Md. LEXIS 138, 
Skocpol et al. 

WISH LIST:  JOSTA PANTHER 

Technically, this is another “Ripped 
from the Pages” item (Volume 12, 
Number 12) September, 1997 and again 
in Volume 19, Number 6) in March, 
2004. 
 
Two years before Red Bull entered 
the U.S. market, Josta was Pepsi’sentré into the Energy 
Drink arena.  Introduced in 1995, Josta was a soft drink 
brand that was produced by PepsiCo and the first energy 
drink ever introduced by a major US beverage company. 
Although the Josta campaign was not shy about implying 
it was an Aphrodisiac, the drink was a flop. 

Not so for Red Bull which quickly swept across the 
nation in 1997. Today Red Bull energy drink is the 
dominating force in the energy drink world having sold 
4.631 billion cans worldwide in 2011.  

 
ABOUT US 
 
The International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association was founded in 1985 by Ray Hoare & Polly Rusk 
 

 
Want to know more? Dwain C. Crum, Chairman dccrum2015@gmail.com 

Vera J. Hoare,Secretary/Treasurer veray.issca@shaw.ca 
Pam Ashlund, Editor houseofswizzle@gmail.com 

 
 I.S.S.C.A. 

P.O. Box 48793 
Bentall Centre 
Vancouver, BC V7X1A6  
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