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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 

“One thing leads to another” is the theme of this issue. 
 
How did the search for the story behind an Indian Chief lead 
to a Golden Angel?  A story with many twists and turns 
ensued. 
 
How did a red blob on a swizzle stick turn into a love affair 
with an airline mascot? 
 
How did James Bond using a swizzle in a champagne glass 
inadvertently contribute to the fall of the swizzle stick?   
 
We’ll turn to the research of member Stephen Visakay for an answer. 
  
How looking for the collectors value of a swizzle turned into a million dollar answer? 
 

 
 

 

SWIZZLE STICK TO DETECT DRUGS 
 

ERE’S THE “SISTER” ARTICLE TO the article published in Issue 312 of the Swizzle Stick 
Quarterly!  
 

Last quarter we wrote about a drug laced swizzle stick developed by the CIA, this quarter?  A swizzle 
stick that can detect drugs in your drink!   Do these two cancel each other out? 

Scientists have developed a high-tech cocktail stirrer, which can detect the presence of certain drugs and 
changes color to alert drinkers.  A new invention could help combat the recent rise in the number of so-
called drug rape cases in Oxfordshire. 
 
In the past year, there have been six cases in Banbury of women reporting that their drinks were spiked, 
leaving them drowsy or unconscious. 

Detective Chief Inspector Peter Sturman, the chairman of the Drug Rape Trust, said it could become an 
important part of everyday bar and club culture. Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1477343.stm 

 

 

H 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1477343.stm
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MILLION DOLLAR SWIZZLES 
 
Be Still My Heart!   
 

hinking about the ultimate dream trip may not include using gold and diamond swizzle sticks to 
stir drinks, but maybe it should.   
 

Russian-based World of Diamonds Group, which 
introduced the Jane Seymour Blue Diamond ring, 
has created 50 swizzle sticks made of 18-karat gold 
and diamonds.  
 
Each stirrer is meticulously set with 20 white 
diamonds and one rare blue diamond, and each 
carries a value of more than $20,500, for a total of 
$1 million for the set of 50.  
 
 

WESTERN AIRLINES - A 
CONFESSION:  MY LOVE FOR WALLY BIRD 

 

DO YOU KNOW THE FIGURE atop this swizzle stick? I learned 

about these at my first I.S.S.C.A. convention.  I thought they might be 
squirrels, but a helpful member explained to me that it was a bird 
kicking back and enjoying a cocktail.   

 

The character’s name?  Wally Bird.  Why Wally?  An acronym for 
Western Air Lines (WAL).  In 1941, Western Air Express changed its 
name to Western Air Lines (air lines, two words) and later to Western 
Airlines (airlines, one word) after World War II. 
 
Why a toucan for an airline?  To understand I turned to the Delta Air 
Transport Heritage Museum site: 

 

In 1954, Western began its luxurious "Champagne Service" on its 60-passenger Douglas DC-6B aircraft, 
with complimentary champagne, steaks, corsages, perfume and cigars.  

Can you imagine?  Nowadays we pay to bring a suitcase, back then you could have champagne and a 
cigar.  Now THAT would be first class! 

T 
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In 1956, the animated VIB—"Very Important 
Bird"—nicknamed the "Wally Bird," first 
appears in Western's television commercials 
with the slogan "Western… The O-O-Only 
Way to Fly."   

You can still find the campaign ads on 
YouTube, here’s one link: 
https://youtu.be/RfmRKHtzfFs 

 

 

 

DID POLITICS KILL AN AIRLINE?   ANSWER:  PROBABLY 

The airline's president was Terrell "Terry" Drinkwater. Drinkwater got into a dispute with the 
administration in Washington D.C. that severely hampered 
WAL's growth.  Pressured by President Dwight D. Eisenhower to 
"buy American made aircraft", Drinkwater reportedly 
responded: "Mr. President, you run your country and let me run 
my airline!" For years after this exchange, the federal Civil 
Aeronautics Board would not award Western new routes while 
their major competitors including United and American grew 
enormous even though all of Western's airliners were of U.S. 
manufacture while their competitor's fleets included aircraft that 
had been built in Europe by British or French companies. 

In 1953 Western was serving 38 airports, but by1968, that 
number had only grown to 42 airports.   The situation did not 
improve and in the late 1970s Western Airlines (WAL) 

and Continental Airlines agreed to merge.  

A dispute broke out over what to call the combined airline: Western-Continental or Continental-
Western.  

An infamous coin toss occurred. Bob Six, the colorful founder of CAL, demanded that Continental be 
"tails" in deference to their marketing slogan "We Really Move Our Tail for You!” and “Continental 
Airlines: the Proud Bird with the Golden Tail". The coin flip turned up "heads".  

Six was so disappointed he called the merger off! 

 

Speaking of Wally Bird, what’s he holding in his “hand”?   

A champagne glass in its original saucer shape (we don’t see those often 
anymore; more often a “flute”.   

But why?    

Seems all paths lead back to long-time member Stephen Visakay.   

https://youtu.be/RfmRKHtzfFs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Aeronautics_Board
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Aeronautics_Board
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Excerpted from article by Stephen Visakay: 

THE STIRRING STORY 

http://www.latimes.com/features/food/la-fo-swizzle-stick-20100916,0,6723869.story 

The age old champagne dilemma; to swizzle or not to swizzle to avoid gas or the dreaded F word, -
Flatulence- continued into the 1950’s and 1960’s.   

In 1953, columnist Art Buchwald wrote in the Paris Herald-
Tribune:  

“Champagne swizzle sticks have strayed far from their original 
purpose. Now they are used to keep time to music or to chew on 
during a dull act…..” 

There are experts who maintain that champagne would not be 
champagne without a swizzle stick, opposed to people who say 
champagne is no longer champagne when you use one.” And 
goes on to say… “it takes five years to put bubbles into good 

champagne and two seconds 
with a stick to take them 
out……if people don’t want 
bubbles in their champagne they should order white wine..”  
 
In 1962 there was an important introduction on the silver screen that 
signaled the beginning of the end for the champagne swizzling 
dilemma.  It was in the first James Bond thriller Dr. No.  Secret 
Agent 007 is sent to 
Jamaica, (not a 
swizzle in sight) on 
assignment, and 

while held captive by Dr. No. is served a Dom 
Perignon ’55 in a tall tulip flute, rather than the 
standard saucer shaped champagne glass.   

Now there is some controversy here because many 
say an even more important introduction was that of 
26 year old Ursula Andress as the shell diving bikini 
clad girl.   

But of course we imbibers know which the more 
thrilling introduction was.   

It does take time for things to evolve; in the 1971 movie Plaza Suite champagne was still being served in 
wide-mouth glasses, and even in 1980 the Mr. Boston Deluxe Official Bartender’s Guide, never the one 
to jump on the trendy bandwagon, still showed a saucer shaped champagne glass in its two page glass 
ware section.   
 
The standard saucer champagne glass morphed into a tulip shape and then into the flute glass as we 
know it today thus ending the swizzle dilemma.   Today we all use the champagne flutes for serving, 
which rightly conserves the effervescent.  Thought one can still sometimes see the saucer champagne 
glasses used for the pouring of a traditional wedding pyramid.  

http://www.latimes.com/features/food/la-fo-swizzle-stick-20100916,0,6723869.story
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THE MYSTERY OF THE INDIAN CHIEF AND THE GOLDEN ANGEL 
 

HE ANGEL:  Simple black sticks with a paddle on one side and a point on the end marked “Fred 
Harvey”.  I have dozens of these in my collection, all black with gold lettering and blank on the 
back.  Some appear very new and others have a lot of wear on them.  I didn’t know much about 

them.  
 
They were an unremarkable part of my collection…until…I noticed that 
one was different.  It was not blank on the other side.  Instead it had a 
figure, a golden angel.  I was intrigued, like finding a prize.  She 
appeared to be hand drawn and I 
wondered if it was a “one-of” or had 
been made for a special occasion.  I had 
no information but I kept it in a special 
place.   
 
But there the trail grew cold.   
 
It would be a while before I thought 

about the Fred Harvey sticks again. 
 
 

HE INDIAN CHIEF:  A friend of mine recently asked me if I had 
any railroad swizzle sticks in my collection.  I knew I had a few Amtrak sticks but not a separate 
section.  Airlines?  Yes.  Railroads? Not so many.  Why would anyone even make a swizzle stick 

for a train?  In my search, I became distracted (an occupational hazard for a swizzle stick collector) and 
opened a box I had marked “Western Theme”.  Here I had many Indian Chief Sticks as well as covered 
wagons, horses and cowboys.   
 
As any good researcher would, I read the names printed on the sticks and discovered that one of the 
Indian Chiefs was marked “Santa Fe – The CHIEF Way”.  Before long I looked up the Santa Fe railroad 

line and found myself captivated by memorabilia for 
this famous train line.   
 
 

 
Among those, an advertisement in the Saturday 
Evening Post which answered not one but two of my 
questions.  The slogan “Gee, that’s Eatin’” explained 
why there would be a swizzle stick on a train…a 
dining car.   
 
And there it was, at the bottom of the advertisement, 
the answer to my mystery: “Fred Harvey”.  
 
 

T 

T 
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As I read about the Harvey meal on a Santa Fe diner, I found the answer to my second mystery:    “The 
Fred Harvey Company operated their chain of ‘eating houses’ hosted by Harvey Girls along the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad between 1876 and 1968.”   
 

Harvey Girls:  Fred Harvey wasn’t the first, or 
the last businessmen to use women as part of 
his brand.  But while most old marketing adage 
“sex sells” may hold true for most, Fred opted 
for an image of women who symbolized purity.  
 
The whole idea of women as both a brand and 
a device to somehow tame the Wild West may 
baffle us now, but at the time, the image of a 
waitress in white uniform that Fred fashioned 
drove his restaurant brand to great success.  
In fact, she, “The Harvey Girl” became the 
restaurant brand. 
 
Fred Harvey placed newspaper ads, asking for 
women who were single, white and between 
the ages of 18 and 30.  They had to be of good 

moral character, well-mannered, attractive, and intelligent with at least an 8th grade education.    

Editorial note:  such a racist, sexist and ageist ad would never be published today, but the wording 
serves as a document of the mind-set of the time. 

Hundreds of thousands of women left behind their homes and poverty between the 1880’s and 1960’s to 
work for the Harvey House restaurants.  
 
The “girls” signed yearlong contracts and lived next to or in the Harvey Houses, under the close 
supervision of a Harvey Girl with the longest tenure. If they left before the year was up—the most 

common reason for doing so was marriage—they forfeited a 
portion of their base pay. 
 
These women were true pioneers, traveling west into the 
unknown. They worked outside of the home at a time when 
few women did so. 

He opened his first restaurant along the rail line in 
Leavenworth, Kansas. He was able to contract with the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe line, which spanned from 
New York to New Mexico.  
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Mr. Harvey wanted travelers to eat well. He is credited with 
providing good, wholesome food in a hurry. He 
knew passengers had 30 minutes to get off the train, eat, and 
get back on the train.  

The key to success?   The railroad workers stayed in touch 
with the restaurant via the telegraph, so each Harvey House 
knew if a train was going to be late and approximately how 
many hungry people they would have to feed. During World 
War II, they served troop trains, often filling every nook and 
cranny with hungry soldiers. 

Fred Harvey is credited with creating the first restaurant chain, and he did it with the Harvey Girls. 

The uniform consisted of a long black dress (no more than 8 inches above the floor) overlaid with a 
starched white apron, black opaque stockings and black shoes. 
 
Harvey girls became iconic with the 1946 release of the MGM movie starring Judy Garland called “The 
Harvey Girls”. 
 
Do you recognize her?   
 
My golden angel turned out to be a Harvey 
Girl. 
 

The vaunted Santa Fe line Super Chief 
train included dining cars (staffed by Fred 
Harvey Company personnel) as part of the 
standard passenger car complement right 
from the outset.   
 
Thus the mystery of the Indian Chief and the 
Golden Angel were both part of the same 
story. 
 
 
 
 
Want to know more?  
  

 
Read “The Harvey Girls:  
Women who opened the West”  
 
Visit the Fred Harvey Museum Website at:  http://harveygirls.tripod.com/ 
 
Join the Harvey Girl Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

http://harveygirls.tripod.com/
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GET NEWSLETTERS QUARTERLY AND MEET NEW FRIENDS:  JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL 
SWIZZLE STICK COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION (I.S.S.C.A.) TODAY! 

 
Visit our website at:   www.swizzlestickcollector.com/ 

 
The International Swizzle Stick Collectors Association was founded in 1985 by Ray Hoare & Polly Rusk 
 

Contact:   Pam Ashlund  email: houseofswizzle@gmail.com 
 
Membership Benefits: 
 

 access to valuable swizzle stick collector research and information; 
 

 the opportunity to add to your collection; 
 

 meet with helpful and friendly collectors, trade with, and learn more about this hobby; 
 

 access to back issues of our newsletters available at a nominal cost which will bring you up to date 
on one of the fastest rising collectibles. 
  

 
 
 

http://www.swizzlestickcollector.com/
mailto:houseofswizzle@gmail.com

